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Seventt-thbee years have now elapsed since the first Sanskrit work appeared 
in type. Three years earlier, in 1789, Sir William Jones, by publishing his 
translation of the drama Sakuntala, the master-work of Kalidftsa, the Shakes- 
peare of India, had abready created in the public mind of Europe a strong feel- 
ing in favour of the productions of Hindu genius ; but it was by editing, in 
1792, in the original characters, and on the principles of classical scholarship, 
the Sanskrit text of the Ritusamhara, or Assemblage of Seasons, that he 
initiated a new era of Sanskrit philology. <' It is by the press alone," he on that 
occasion wrote, ^^ that the ancient literature of India can long be preserved ;" 
and the truth of his words is attested by the immense and apparently irre- 
trievable losses which Sanskrit literature suffered when, confined to the firail 
materials on which it was written, it had to brave the dangers of climate, 
political vicissitudes, and individual negligence. But, conversely, it is attested, 
too, by the wonderfid progress which, firom the time when Sanskrit writings 
were intrusted to the press, Sanskrit philology has made in both Europe and 
India. For the preservation of a nation's literature is not merely the saving 
from decay the leaves to which its works are conmiitted ; it is the continuing 
its life in the memory of mankind, the propagating of the wisdom which it 
contains, and the spreading of the light which it may kindle at home and 
abroad. 

That the last seventy years have done more than the joint labour of all 
past ages to preserve in this sense Sanskrit literature, no one will doubt who 
compares the knowledge which Europe and the world at large possessed of 
India up to the end of the last century, with that which it has gained since 
the resuscitation of Sanskrit literature by Sir William Jones, Wilkins, Cole- 
brooke, Wilson, Schlegel, Bopp, Lassen, Bumouf, and those other pioneers 
who have worthily followed their lead. It is no longer knowledge derived 
from second-hand sources, respectable only because ancient ; but knowledge 
drawn fix)m the original testimony of Hindu divines, legislators, philosophers, 
grammarians, poets — in one word, from the sacred and profane, scientific and 
poetical literature of ancient and mediaeval India. 
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It Is not very long ago that It was possible to foster the spurious know- 
ledge of ancient India by pious frauds and extravagant tales, to hold up 
Sanskrit as a language invented by some ingenious Brahmins to conceal their 
mysteries from the profane multitude. Now, however, the antiquity of India 
lies open before us In her genuine records, and from the study of the language 
in which these records were delivered a new light has sprung, showing the 
intimate affinity between the nations of Europe and India — ^a new science, the 
science of comparative grammar, has arisen, which, on the 16th May, 1866, 
will celebrate its fiftieth anniversary, and on that day pay a well-deserved 
homage to the genius of its celebrated founder, Bopp. 

But it is not Europe alone that has profited by this revival of the study 
y^ of Sanskrit. India herself had lost the recollection of her past ; her literature 

was sinking into oblivion ; numerous works of her celebrated writers had 
perished, and others were annually perishing ; her ancient language had died 
away, and was cultivated merely by a few of her sons ; and last, not least, her 
social fabric and her religious belief had come to rest on mediaeval and modem 
works, professedly derived from, and in harmony with, her most ancient sacred 
texts, but in truth the composition of an interested and degenerated^ priesthood, 
corrupting her faith, depraving her morality, and sapping the very founda- 
tions of her life. 

From the time, then, that Sanskrit literature became diffiised by the 
medium of the press, a new and happier day seems to have dawned over India. 
The mystery which her priests were so long allowed to hang over the 
PurHnas, on which her actual creed is based, began to vanish before the 
printed texts of the Vedas, from which these works pretend to derive their 
authority. Societies have arisen which strive to enlighten the nation as to 
what it has lost and may regain of its ancient purity ; the diffidence which 
naturally enough alienated the native from the European mind is giving way, 
at least among the educated and influential classes, before the feeling that the 
warm interest evinced by European scholars and statesmen in the intellectual 
greatness of India cannot be destitute of sincere sympathies with her material 
and moral welfare. Natives and Europeans combine for a regeneration of 
India — ^not that imaginary regeneration, to be effected by ideas foreign to the 
vJ nation, and a civilization which could never take root in its soil, but that 



regeneration produced by a removal of the impediments which previously 
checked its healthy development. Compared to the immensity of the labour to 
be performed, the beginnings ai^e as yet small, and the labourers few ; but no 
doubt can be entertained that, unless the work so admirably initiated by Sir 
W. Jones, Colebrooke, and Wilson be discontinued, and much more so if it 
be continued in the spirit of their noble and generous views, the future of India 
is full of hope. 

In this spirit the Sanskrit Text Society comes forward to oflFer its aid for 
the diffusion of Sanskrit literature. Founded under the highest auspices, and 
supported by long official and literary experience, it aims at strengthening the 
interest abeady felt in Europe for all that concerns the prosperity of India, 
and at increasing the means by which Hindus as well as Europeans may 
co-operate to enlighten the native mind on the lessons of its past, and the 
necessities of its future life. By proposing to publish a series of original 
Sanskrit works, the Sanskrit Text Society does not lay claim to absolute 
originality. It is happy, on the contrary, to acknowledge that the first idea of 
its formatioA derived its stimulus from the excellent work done in the ^^ Biblio* 
theca Indica," or the collection of Oriental works published under the 
patronage of the Honorable Court of Directors of the East India Company, 
and up to this time continued under the superintendence of the Asiatic 
Sociely of Bengal. But, so far from intending to interfere with the activity 
of that distinguished body, it feels satisfied that it wiU increase its strength by 
performing that part of the common work which is &voured by better opportu- 
nities in Europe than exist for it in India, and which might else have been 
long delayed or left undone. For, in view of tlie difficulties which have 
hitherto prevented European scholars firom joining the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal in its labours, and convinced, too, that the vast treasures of Sanskrit 
literature as yet concealed in the public and private libraries of Europe and 
India can only be brought to light if Eiux)pean assistance, material as well as 
intellectual, is added to that which India affords, the Sanskrit Text Society 
trusts that itff'objects will be welcomed by all true Mends of India, and receive 
their support wherever literary, philological, or political considerations create 
a desire for a knowledge and a diffusion of the works of the Hindu mind. 

As is natural, the basis of the publications of the Sanskrit Text Society 



will be the vast and celebrated collection of Sanskrit MSS. formerly in poa- 
\ session of the East India Company, and now in that of the India Office. 
Owing its chief wealth and renown to the learning, zeal, and mtmificence of 
the greatest of modem Sanskrit scholars — ^it is unnecessary to say that only 
H. T. Ciolebrooke can here be meant — ^who miconditionally bestowed his 
Sanskrit MSS. on the English nation for the promotion of those studies to 
which he had devoted a large portion of his life, it is also indebted for its 
contents to the generosity of other scholars, amongst whom the names of Wilkins, 
Taylor, Mackenzie, and Hodgson are especially familiar to students of 
Sanskrit literature ; and while constantly increasing through the liberality of 
Government and under excellent management, it is now, beyond doubt, the 
richest and most important of all collections of Sanskrit MSS. ass^nbled 
under one roof. Up to this day it has been the main source whence European 
scholars have been enabled to draw their information, and to issue their pub- 
lications of original texts, as well as their works on Indian antiquities and the 
Sanskrit language and literature. But though there is, perhaps, no library 
which, thanks to its enlightened and liberal direction, within the short period 
of its existence, has been more assiduously used, and has afforded more help 
in a special branch of research, than the library of the East India Company, 
now the library of the India Office, yet so ample are its resources that 
ages of hard work will still be counted before justice can be done to the 
scientific spirit of its founders. That other collections, too, though less 
rich, but nevertheless of much importance on account of special works 
which they possess, and the opportunity which they afford for collation 

and amongst these there need only be named those of tlie Bodleian, the 

Eoyal Asiatic Society, the Royal Society, the Berlin and Paris libraries— wiU 
be resorted to by the Sanskrit Text Society, requires no special remark. But 
the Society intends likewise to avail itself of all the opportunities in its power 
to make use, either by purchase or otherwise, of MSS. which maybe procurable 
in India, whether from the excellent libraries at Calcutta and Benares, or 
through the aid of distinguished natives, among whom, for instance, Dr. Bhau 
Daji is so conspicuous, not only from his own literary labours, but also from 
the generous aid which he has akeady so often afforded to the diffusion of the 
literature of his native land. Through special good fortune, the Sanskrit Text 



Society has also much hope that it may gain access to an extremely important 
library of Sanskrit MSS. hitherto nearly unknown — the library of the late Raja 
of Tanjore ; for His Serene Highness Prince Frederic of Schleswig-Holstein, 
recently returned from the south of India, has not only brought with him a 
catalogue of that remarkable collection, extending over nearly all branches of 
Sanskrit literature, and comprising several works no trace of which has other- 
wise come to light, but, himself a Sanskrit scholar, he has kindly also 
offered his assistance in procuring, during his next visit to India, originals or 
copies of those MSS. which the Society may require for its publications. 

With regard to these publications themselves, it may here suffice to state 
that each will comprise the complete text of the manuscript edited, besides critical 
notes containing the various readings, and a preface giving a detailed account 
of the original sources whence the text has been edited and of the contents 
of the work ; occasionally, also, explanatory notes and indices, if not too 
voluminous. The Society would have wished to promise likewise a full 
translation of the Sanskrit works which it selects for publication ; but though 
it intends to adopt this plan whenever practicable, it fears that the obstacles 
still in its way would not at present allow it with safety to pledge itself to 
such a course. 

The work which inaugurates the series of the Society's publications, 
though not originally intended for it, was selected because it was partly 
already in print, and in order that the Society's operations should commence 
at once. It is the celebrated compendium of the Mtmansa philosophy, the 
Jaiminlya-ny&ya-mSia-vistara, by MS^dhav^hS^rya, the great commentator on the 
Vedas. The importance which the MimSnsH school possesses for the religious 
history of India, and the special characteristics of the work in question, will 
be fiilly discussed in the preface to the present edition, after its last part is 
completed. The materials for this edition having been collected by the editor 
over the last twenty-five years, and the printing of the text being sufficiently 
advanced to admit of an uninterrupted issue of the work, at intervals of three 
months, or less, it has seemed better to defer this preface, which may still 
profit by some of the works in process of publication in India, than to issue 
it with the first part. Besides this work, the Society also hopes to publish, 
ere long, some important texts, the editing of which has been kindly promised 
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by Dr. Hall, Librarian to the India Office, and Mr. Cowell, late Principal 
of the Sanskrit College at Calcutta. 

With such excellent co-operatioUi even at the commencement of its exist- 
ence, and with the encouragement which its intentions have already received 
from the most influential quartersi the Sanskrit Text Society trusts that it 
will be able to benefit Sanskrit studies in Europe and contribute to the 
intellectual progress of India. 

THE PRINCIPAL EDITOR. 
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